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Janine Miedzik's window installation Façade explodes across the window space with its use of brightly coloured zigzag 
patterns. Using materials found in the hardware store- contact paper and duct tape- Miedzik creates a chevron pattern 
reminiscent of roadside signage and construction, and colours often found in graffitti interventions. The title of the work, 
Façade references the idea of covering up, repairing or hiding something, however, Miedzik jokingly refers to the fact that 
there is nothing for her to cover up at all, given the newness of the window space. The cover-up methods Miedzik 
employs become the conceptual foundation of the work where the tuff back sits on top of surface, covering over the 
newly built walls. Talking with Janine I got a sense that an element of play and humour are important in her practice. 
Playing the role of a trickster, her alterations and interruptions of space are eye catching and meant to draw new viewers 
into the gallery.
 
Sagan MacIsaac: Tell me a bit more about your installation, Façade. 
 
Janine Miedzik: The idea of a façade just seemed fitting. Covering up is what I do, for instance in my collages I remove 
parts of photos or conceal them with fragments of colour. So-while I am using all this crazy, garish, brightly coloured 
plastic tape, I am actually covering over a newly constructed white empty space. I think it's funny to cover up something 
without any blemishes, pristine and white. In thinking about the newness of the space I considered how to draw people's 
attention, to say that there's a gallery here now. It's like using a façade to impress people and draw them in. Like the 
story of Potemkin, the Russian Minister, who built impressive fake villages along the river to impress Catherine the Great 
in 1787.
 
SM: Who would you like to impress with your façade?
 
JM: People walking by the gallery (laughs). I want to grab their attention and cause them to question what they are 
seeing, maybe give them something to laugh about as they go about their day.
 
SM: Is humour a large part of your practice?
 
JM: I don't know if I'm consciously using humour in my work, I think it's something that just happens. I personally try to 
find the humour in the things around me and maybe that comes through in what I make.
 
M: The pattern and the materials you use in your work are quite striking. How did you come to use them in your 
installation?
 
JM: Last year I created a large wall installation using sections of painted tuff back. I was playing around with coloured 
tapes and began applying them to the scraps of tuff back while I was cutting out the sections of my installation. That is 
how these duct tape wall zig zag appliques came about. The visual overload I could generate with them was appealing. 
Part of what I love about painting is mixing the colours and that part is taken away from you when you have a material 
where the colour is already there. It's novel for me to work with something where the colour is embedded in the material 
and I get to lay it down where I want it, it's fast and immediate. In this case the work is intended to respond to its 
environment, but the insertion isn't subtle - instead it barges in and makes itself at home.

-Sagan MacIssac
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